Boyds Civic Association

July 17, 2003 Meeting Minutes
The Boyds Civic Association (BCA) was called to order at 7:40 pm on July 17, 2003 by President Del Laminan. There were about 30 people in attendance. Minutes from the BCA’s April meeting were passed. The minutes from the “emergency” meeting held on June 30 were also passed.

General Announcements

Treasurer’s Report (Steve Gibson)
Current balance:
   $799.07

Reserve account:
$5,161.45

OLD BUSINESS
• Solutions Not Sprawl (presented by Tina Brown): Along with the Ehrlich/Warner Bridge study, Virginia is now running its own study. Seven bridges are suggested, but it will accept three bridge locations. Tina is calling for our support in writing to our representatives, sample letters will be in the newsletter. 

• White Ground Road Bridge (Del Laminan): no longer to be pursued. Brian Long reported that Mike Knapp wants to propose to the County Council that White Ground Road be considered an exceptional rustic road.

• Barnsville/Slidell/Bucklodge Roads Intersection: 

Brian Long reported that Mike Knapp wants to get the community’s input.

Anne Davies reported that due the Maryland budget problems, the selection presented by the BCA will not be considered. A less expensive option suggested would be to put in a blinking yellow light to warn motorists of the stop sign ahead even though the line-of-sight distance is less than the required. Note: It was noted that if we keep pushing to make this intersection safer, it might allow people to think that the roads are safe enough for the increased number of C.W. Wright (CWW) trucks. Added trucks will increase the chance of fatalities at the intersection.

• New Potomac Bridge: Brian Long reported that Mike Knapp is meeting with Governor Ehrlich and Mike Rubin about the proposed Virginia study. He is encouraging the community to write letters to persuade Maryland to take a leadership role in this study.

• Buckridge Court Truck Depot: 

Brian Long reported that Mike Knapp has met with Melissa Foster to look for alternatives for the site, but the next step really needs to come from CWW.

Melissa reported the following:

· Letters have been written to try to place a BCA representative on the review board to watch for any permit activity.

· No permits are currently under review.

· CWW is supposed to vacate the property on Clarksburg Road on March 18, 2004, after 15 years of temporary permits

· Attorney Bill Chen needs to draft a letter about text amendment to be reviewed by the County Council.

· Clarksburg has backed off their demand for CWW to move, which will allow CWW to find another suitable location within the time constraints.
SPECIAL GUEST: Rob Garagiola (Maryland State Senator)

Rob ntroduced himself to the BCA as a Germantown resident. He spoke about important issues:

· Transportation: Rob wants to discourage yet another environmental study for the proposed Potomac crossings. He is in favor of light rail from Shady Grove to Frederick that will require funding. Currently, Maryland has a $1 billion shortfall.

· Education: wants to make sure that Montgomery County gets it fair share of the tax revenues paid by Maryland residents.

· Budget deficits: Rob looks at slots as a means to increase funding for education, possibly as high as $700 million. Other possible sources of revenue would be increases in gas tax, property tax, sales tax and/or tobacco tax.

Note: Some BCA members voiced objections to some, and some objected to all of these options.

· Environment: Rob helped to pass the energy efficiency bill in the Senate, which was later vetoed by the House. He is concerned about the area’s incinerators and power plants, and wants to look for alternative sources of energy like clean, renewable energy, i.e., windmills.

NEW BUSINESS
• WSSC Water Tower (Ken Dixon from NCPPC): With the development of the Clarksburg triangle (Lithicum farm), a water tower will be needed. A study was performed and suggested three sites: one around the Lithicum farm (east of 121), one near the intersection of 121 and Old Baltimore, or ``in the area near the salt domes. The BCA membership suggested the salt dome area. A public outreach meeting will be held in September. An extension of the sewage pumping station will also be necessary. A motion was made and passed to “oppose the sewage line along Ten-mile Creek.”

• Boyds Picnic (Eskin Huff): Motion was made and passed for the BCA to pay $150 to Black Hill Park for the use of Picnic Area A and B for the picnic, which will be held October 18.

• Recognition Resolution (Hal Baker): Hal wants a resolution to be presented to Arthur Virts in recognition of Arthur’s efforts to save the Boyds Post Office and later efforts that prevented  the quarry. These civic efforts became the foundation of the current Boyds Civic Association. Thank you Arthur!

• Membership Promotion: It was decided that the newsletter could help promote BCA membership to people in the expanding Boyds community.

• Fundraising Issues: The newsletter will also include some ideas about future funding for the BCA newsletter.

• House on Barnsville Road (Sandy Breckenridge): She will try to approach the owners of a house that appears to be in disarray.

Next meeting for 2003: October 16.

Adjournment of the meeting took place at 9:50 pm
